on the churchyard was empty, and no other house stood
near. Hour after hour the scene of the interment remained
without an eye to witness it. Clouds drifted over it from the
west, or the church may have been a ship, high-prowed,
steering with all its company towards infinity. Towards
morning the air grew colder, the sky clearer, the surface
of the earth hard and sparkling above the prostrate dead.
The wood-cutter, returning after a night of joy, reflected:
"They lilies, they chrysants; it's a pity I didn't take them
all.9
Up at Howards End they were attempting breakfast.
Charles and Evie sat in the dining-room with Mrs Charles.
Their father, who could not bear to see a face, breakfasted
upstairs. He suffered acutely. Pain came over him in spasms
as if it was physical, and even while he was about to eat,
his eyes would fill with tears, and he would lay down the
morsel untasted.
He remembered his wife's even goodness during thirty
years. Not anything in detail - not courtship or early
raptures - but just the unvarying virtue, that seemed to
him a woman's noblest quality. So many women are
capricious, breaking into odd flaws of passion or frivolity.
Not so his wife. Year after year, summer and winter, as
bride and mother, she had been the same, he had always
trusted her. Her tenderness! Her innocence! The wonderful
innocence that was hers by the gift of God. Ruth knew no
more of worldly wickedness and wisdom than did the
flowers in her garden, or the grass in her field. Her idea of
business - * Henry, why do people who have enough money
try to get more money?* Her idea of politics - el am sure
that if the mothers of various nations could meet, there
would be no more wars.* Her idea of religion - ah, this
had been a cloud, but a cloud that passed. She came of
Quaker stock, and he and his family, formerly Dissenters,
were now members of the Church of England. The rector's
sermons had at first repelled her, and she had expressed a
desire for ea more inward light', adding, *not so much for
myself as for baby' (Charles). Inward light must have been
granted, for he heard no complaints in later years. They